1013-14.]              THE QUESTION OF IMPOSITION.                         25
conference with the Lords concerning Impositions wasted no time. Their first meeting was on the 6th ; on the 12th they were ready with their report; which was brought up hy Sir Edwin Sandys in a very able and elaborate speech. They had got together all the records ; thoroughly examined the subject; were more sensible than ever of the magnitude of the grievance; more confident than ever that the Crown had no legal right to levy Impositions without consent of Parliament. They conceived that the King had been misinformed ; and proposed, as the true way of disabusing him, first to induce the Upper House to join in a petition for removal of the burden ; then to present the joint petition to the King, together with a remonstrance of their right; " that so, this eased, they might with better judgment and with alacrity proceed to the King's supply, the first end of this Parliament."
This was the end proposed. By way of preparation, the subject was formally laid out in nine divisions; and each division, after the excellent practice of those times, was assigned to a separate speaker or speakers. With the distribution of the argument (which is not wanted for explanation or illustration of anything that comes within the scope of this work) we need not trouble ourselves. The question, of immense importance then, has been long settled beyond the reach of dispute, and taken its place among the curiosities of history. That it was then a question fairly debatable is all we need now bear in mind ; and of this there is evidence enough in tho fact that six or seven years before it had been decided one way after formal hearing by the authorized interpreters of the law, and was now for the second time decided the opposite way by a House of Commons very strong in lawyers, and almost unanimous. The only part of the distribution which much concerns us is that which was assigned to Bacon. But that is remarkable enough to be worth quoting in extenao.Conference.STLTBT*-
